RAWS 

Weather Station Maintenance Training Objectives

Data Use/Data Flow
· Be able to identify uses of weather data.

· Explain (verbally) why accuracy is important when taking the weather.

· Be able to identify uses of weather data within NFDRS.

· Be able to back track weather outputs/NFDRS index’s to identify data problems.

· Be able to track weather flow. Use the knowledge to troubleshoot “why am I not getting my data?”

Site Installation/NFDRS Standards

· Be able to obtain information on correct installation procedures for a new station.

· Be able to use Weather Station Standards as guidance for NFDRS weather station.

Sensors

· Be able to identify (name) weather station sensors and other parts on the weather station. 

· Vaisala/Handar session: Be able to identify parts within the DCP.

Time, Etc.

· Be able to set DCP to correct GMT time (Vaisala/Handar).

· Be able to find correct GMT time using a GPS.

· Be able to identify the current Julian date.

· Be able to understand GOES time/channel/ID.

Computer Software

· Be able to install software necessary for weather station maintenance.

· For FTS session, this would include Local Display and Toolbox. 

· For Vaisala/Handar session, install Vaisala Online 2000.
· Be able to use the software to setup/troubleshoot station.
Wildland Fire Information System (WIFMI)
· Be able to document/record station information in WIFMI after maintenance (including narrative, sensor numbers, rehab date)

· Be able to print out WIFMI data.

· Understand what the correct response to Watch Dog reports should include.

Ordering Parts

· Be able to correctly fill out an order form for depot parts.

· Be able to correctly fill out form to return parts to the depot.

· Understand what parts are available are under depot maintenance.

Maintenance / Trouble-Shooting
· Using a check-list, perform a site inspection.

· Be able to change all sensors on a weather station.

· Be able to fill out a site documentation form or narrative with serial numbers, forced-scan info (read sensors), and other information to use in ASCADS.

· Be able to identify (from a troubleshooting list) possible sensor problems.

· Be able to correct problems at a station or know how to acquire help to correct problems.

· Be able to use a multi-meter to check solar panel, battery, and fuses.

· Be able to save and/or load a program.

· Be able to set GOES parameters, reset variables (ie. rain), and “talk” to SDI sensors.

